
 

   

 
 

A Proven Solution to Prevent and End Homelessness 
The federal government’s policy, programmatic and funding efforts have been 
instrumental in helping to reduce the experience of homelessness nationwide. Through 
the passage of the first major piece of legislation addressing homelessness in 1987, 
Congress must continue playing a key role in combating homelessness by continuing to 
fund HUD Budget items and innovative solutions such as Permanent Supportive 
Housing (PSH).  
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Federal Homelessness Efforts- A History  
McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act  
Passed in 1987 as the first major piece of legislation to address homelessness, the act 
created the United States Interagency Council on Homelessness (USICH) and 
authorized several homeless assistance programs to be implemented through the 
Departments of Health and Human Services, Education, and Housing and Urban 
Development 1.  In 2009, the Homeless Emergency Assistance and Rapid Transition to 
Housing (HEARTH) Act amended the McKinney-Vento Act encouraging communities 
to support solutions that focused on more permanent and stable housing options 
leading to a shift from traditional housing readiness models to the Housing First 
approach.  The HEARTH Act enacted significant changes to HUD’s programs including 
expansion of the Emergency Solutions Grant (ESG) and the Continuum of Care (CoC) 
program2. As a result, Virginia has seen a 31% decline in homelessness since 20103. 

 
 

 
USICH 
The United States Interagency Council 
on Homelessness (USICH) works closely 
with 19 federal member organizations to 
coordinate the federal response to 
prevent and end the experience of 
homelessness. The Council was 
reauthorized in 2009 with the enactment 
of the HEARTH Act. Recently, the 
agency has been at risk of losing funding 
and government authorization4. In the 
2018 budget, the USICH was 
appropriated funding until 2020 5..  
 

Emergency Solutions Grant 
Program 
Enables states, localities, and urban 
areas to apply for funding to conduct 
street outreach, operate and improve 
shelters, prevent homelessness, and 
provide rapid rehousing and services6,8.  
 



 

   

 
 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

. . . Stable homes build strong communities . . . 

 
The Campaign for Housing and Civic Engagement is a collaboration between housing advocates and providers throughout Virginia 

working to bring housing issues to the forefront of elections across the state. CHACE is non-partisan and does not endorse candidates. 
For more information, visit chaceva.org

What Congress Can Do: 
Support the ongoing authorization and funding of the USICH 
 
Encourage continued funding for budget items that aim to reduce and 
prevent the experience of homelessness. 
  

 
1. National Coalition for the Homeless: Fact Sheet #18, 2006 
2. HUD Exchange: Homeless Emergency Assistance and Rapid Transition to Housing Act 
3. vahousingalliance.org/virginia-sees-steady-reduction-homelessness-since-2010 
4. USICH website 
5. May 2018 USICH Fact Sheet 
6. HUD Exchange- ESG 
7. HUD Exchange- COC 
8. CHACE description of federal housing policies document 
9. HUD Point In Time Count 2018 
10. Virginia Department of Veteran Services, 2018 voucher allocations 

 
Continuum of Care Program 
Encourages community collaboration whereby non-profit, state, and local agencies are 
working together to address housing and homeless issues. Such efforts include 
providing temporary and permanent housing (including permanent supportive 
housing), tracking data related to the experience of homelessness (HMIS data system), 
providing supportive services, and working to prevent the experience of homelessness7, 

8. As of January 2018, all Continuums of Care and recipients of CoC program and ESG 
grants are required to implement a centralized or coordinated assessment system to 
ensure an efficient resource and referral process for those experiencing homelessness 
or at risk of homelessness. 
 

Virginia is Leading the Way in Ending Veteran Homelessness 
 Virginia was the first state to “functionally” end veteran homelessness, meaning that 
resources are in place to provide housing for all veterans. 
Veterans 9, 10 
 

2018 PIT Count across all Continuums of Care= 488 Vets were counted 
Sheltered=403 
Unsheltered=85 
 
Total # of VASH Vouchers in Virginia= 1,352  
 


