
• • • •  Stable homes build strong communities. • • • •

Issue Brief: 
 

HOMELESSNESS
 & COVID-19

Supporting Individuals and Families Experiencing Homelessness and at Risk for 
Experiencing Homelessness During and After the COVID-19 

Pandemic

An analysis by Columbia University 
Economics professor, Dr. Brendan 
O’Flaherty, anticipates an up to 

45% increase in homelessness by the end of 2020 as a result of job losses from Coronavirus.1 

This translates to an increase of about 250,000 people, a startling number based on a standard 
regression analysis of unemployment projections and current homelessness data.

  While we appreciated the $4B Emergency Solutions Grant (ESG) program funding that Congress 
approved through the CARES Act to keep homeless individuals and families safe and healthy during 
the pandemic, more needs to be done. Continued funding will be needed for the immediate term as 
well as long term solutions to eliminate the experience of homelessness altogether.

The COVID-19 pandemic has exacerbated an already existing housing crisis and has highlighted the 
connection between housing and health, particularly as it relates to the experience of homelessness. 
It is very difficult to maintain one’s health without having a safe and stable place to call home. Access 
to hygiene products and facilities and the ability to social distance, privileges awarded to those with 
homes, are essential for staying healthy and/or recovering.

The Need

What’s Been Done

Families and individuals experiencing homelessness need homes; not just temporary shelter. During 
the pandemic, ESG funding along with funding through FEMA enabled localities throughout the 
country to use those dollars to expand shelter capacity and social distancing measures within 
shelters, provide access to hygiene resources and testing, and move individuals experiencing 
homelessness from temporary hotel/shelter situations into homes through the Rapid Rehousing 
Program.

We Need Action Now!

The Campaign for Housing and Civic Engagement, a coalition of the Virginia Housing Alliance, is a collaboration between housing advocates and providers 
throughout Virginia working to bring housing issues to the forefront of elections across the state. CHACE is non-partisan and does not endorse candidates.

 For more information, visit chaceva.org



What Congress Can Do

Research found that $15.5B would be needed this year for shelters to practice social distancing and 
address the needs of the current and projected homeless population, as well as to rapidly rehouse 
individuals experiencing homelessness.2,3 

Below are immediate steps Congress could take to help slow the spread of Coronavirus and safely 
shelter and house our neighbors who are homeless.

Allocate additional CDBG funds to build and maintain homes that are affordable.

Allocate additional ESG funds to continue to house individuals experiencing homelessness 
through the Rapid Rehousing program. Rapid Rehousing provides short term housing and services 
to those experiencing homelessness, with the goal of moving those individuals into permanent and 
stable housing.4
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